Unit 2 The Olympic Games
I. 单元教学目标

	技能目标Goals
Learn about the Olympic Games and sports

Talk about hobbies and interests

Practice giving advice and making decisions

Use the future passive voice

Write a report about the interview for a newspaper


II.
目标语言

	功
能
句
式
	Talking about hobbies
Which do you like...or...?

What is your favorite sport?

Which sport do you like best?

Which do you prefer, or...?

Are you interested in...?

What are your hobbies?

How do you become good at them?

What do you usually do in your spare time?

Do you like...?

Why do you like...?

Can you tell me something about...?

I prefer ... to ...

I like ... best.

Giving advice and making decisions

I (don’t) think that...

I (don’t) agree.

	词
汇

	1. 四会词汇

ancient, compete, competitor, medal, host, Greece, Greek, magical, volunteer, homeland, regular, basis, athlete, admit, magical, slave, nowadays, gymnasium, stadium, host, responsibility, replace, motto, swift, charge, physical, fine, poster, advertise, glory, bargain, hopeless, foolish, pain, deserve, 

2. 认读词汇

Mascot, Pausanias, athletics, olive, wreath, similarity, Athens, bronze, Atlanta, princess, prince, Hippomenes goddess, stiker 

3. 词组

take part in, as well, in charge, one after another

4. 重点词汇

ancient, compete, volunteer, regular, host, admit, responsibility, replace, advertise, fine, bargain, deserve, take part in, as well, in charge, one after another

	语

法
	         The future passive voice

	重
点
句
子


	1. I lived in what you call “Ancient Greece” and I used to write about the Olympic Games more than 2,000 years ago. 

2. Only athletes who have reached the agreed standard for their event will be admitted as competitors。 

3. It is in the Summer Olympic that you have the running races，together with swimming，sailing and all the team sports.

4. No other countries could join in, nor could slaves or women!

5. Where are all the athletes housed?

6. As a matter of fact, every country wants the opportunity.

7. It’s a great honor responsibility and also a great honor to be chosen.

8. There’s as much competition among countries to host the Olympics as to win Olympic medals.

9. All countries can take part if their athletes reach the standard to be admitted to the games.

10. It is just as much a competition among countries to host the Olympics as to win an Olympic medal.

11. I will only be married to a man who can run faster than me.

12. He truly appreciates all the people around him who are trying to help, and makes that appreciation known.

13. It was no wonder that Kip Keino became the only Kenyan sportsman ever to appear on the cover of the world famous sports magazines Sports Illustrated.
14. Some people suggest that the Chinese martial arts should be included in the Olympic Games.
15. I am proud to be a bridge between the ancient and modern Olympics Games.
16. The greatest honor is for the last athlete to carry me into the stadium


III. 教材分析和教材重组

1. 教材分析

本单元以Olympic Games 为话题，旨在通过本单元教学，使学生了解奥运会的起源、宗旨、古代奥运会与现代奥运会的区别和相似之处以及比赛项目。同时培养学生对体育运动的爱好。在口语表达中，要求学生学会询问别人的兴趣爱好，以及如何向别人推荐自己的某一种爱好。
1.1  Warming Up通过对关于 Olympic Games 的8个问题的提问，让学生根据对奥运知识的了解回答问题，目的在于激活同学们所了解的奥运知识，激发学生学习本单元的兴趣。

1.2  Pre-Reading 通过学生对三个问题的讨论与交流，使他们了解奥运会有关知识。

1.3  Reading 通过古希腊的一位作家到现代社会采访一位中国女孩的方式，介绍奥运会的有关知识，也让学生们了解了古代奥运会和现代奥运会的异同。

1.4  Comprehending是利用表格和问题的形式对文章进行分析，要求同学们找出古代与现代奥运会的异同点以及对文章内容细节的理解。

1.5  Learning about Language 分词汇和语法两部分。第一部分 Discovering useful words and expressions 中的第一个练习，根据课文的上下语境的理解词意，写出英文解释所对应的单词。第二个练习是要求同学们通过熟悉的近义词或短语来掌握课文中出现的新的词和短语。第三个练习则是一篇小短文，要求同学们用所给的单词的正确形式填空。第二部分 Discovering useful structures 则通过3 个练习来巩固同学们对将来时态的被动语态使用。

1.6  Using Language分为 Reading and Listening，Speaking and Writing两部分。Reading“The story of Atlanta”是一篇古希腊的故事。通过 True or False 来检测对文章的理解。Listening是 Reading 中故事的继续。通过听这段材料，让学生了解故事的结局。Speaking是通过 hobby 这个话题, 根据所给的提示，四人一组, 进行关于学生兴趣的讨论。Writing是通过向别人介绍自己的一种兴趣爱好来训练学生的写作能力。

2. 教材重组

2.1 把Warming Up与Pre-Reading，Reading和Comprehending整合在一起, 上一节”精读课”。

2.2 把Learning about Language中的USING WORKDS AND EXPRESSIONS和 USING STRUCTURES和WORKBOOK中的练习结合起来，上一节系统“词汇语法课”。

2.3 把Using Language中 的Reading and Listening，Speaking and Writing两部分结合在一起，上一堂“综合技能课”。

2.4 将Workbook中48页的LISTENING，TALKING 以及51页的LISTENING TASK结合在一起，上一堂“听力口语课”。

2.5  将Workbook中READING TASK和SPEAKING TASK结合在一起上一堂“阅读口语课”。 

2.6 将Workbook中的WRITING TASK 和 PROJECT  整合成在一堂“写作课”。 

3. 课型设计与课时分配（经分析，本单元可用6课时授完。）


1st period    Reading


2nd period   Vocabulary and Grammar


3rd period    Integrating skills


4th period    Listening and speaking


5th period    Reading and speaking


6th period    Writing

IV 分课时教案

The First Period Reading

Teaching goals 教学目标

1. Target language 目标语言

a. 重点词汇和短语 

honest, medal, gymnasium, stadium, admit, take part in, replace, prize, a set of, interview, take part in, a set of, as well as, compete with, compete for, be admitted as, relate to, be related to

b. 重点句式
1.Only athletes who have reached the agreed standard for their event will be admitted as competitors。 

2. It is in the Summer Olympic that you have the running races，together with swimming，sailing and all the team sports.

3. No other countries could join in, nor could slaves or women!

4. Where are all the athletes housed?

5. As a matter of fact, every country wants the opportunity.

6. It’s a great honour responsibility and also a great honour to be chosen.

7. There’s as much competition among countries to host the Olympics as to win Olympic medals.

2. Ability goals 能力目标

Enable the students to compare the ancient Olympics with the modern ones and try to answer the questions correctly.

3. Learning ability goals 学能目标

Learn how to generalize and compare the similarities and differences. 

Teaching important points 教学重难点

To solve the questions in Comprehension, and let students find the similarities and differences quickly and correctly and answer the questions.

Teaching methods 教学方法

Listening method

Skimming method

Task-based method

Teaching aids教具准备

A recorder and a computer

Teaching procedures and ways教学过程与方式
Step I   Lead-in

T: Good morning / afternoon, class! 

Ss: Good morning / afternoon, Mr. / Ms … 

Show the students the video of the opening ceremony of the 28th Olympic Games held in Athens on April 14th, 2004.

T: Who can tell me what it is about?

S: It’s the Olympic Games.

T: You are quite right. Can you describe what you have seen?

S: There are thousands of people on the grand- stands in the stadium. Some are waving small flags, some   are cheering, some are whistling.

Ss: Yes, many fans... much more noise... 

T: What is it over the stadium? 
Ss: A large Olympic flag with five colorful rings joined together in it. 
S: I see a large gymnasium.

S: I can see a lot of audience and athletes.

T: Very good. I am sure you are very interested in the Olympic Games and knows a lot about it.
Step II Warming up

T: Now turn to page 9. Please work in pairs and ask each other the following questions. You are given 6 minutes to do it.

6 minutes later,

T: Where did the ancient Olympic Games start?

S: The ancient Olympic Games started in 776 BC in Greece

T: Yes! How many countries competed in the ancient Olympic Games?

S: Only Greek cities used to compete against each other just for the honor of winning, and no other countries could join in.

T: Good! Who could not take part in the ancient Olympic Games?

S: Slaves and women could not take part in the ancient Olympic Games.

T: Right! When and where did the modern Olympic Games start?

S: 776BC; in Greece.
T: Yes! Who was China’s first gold medal winner and for what event?

S: Xu Haifeng was China’s first gold medal winner for shooting. 

T: Good! What are the three words that show the spirit of the Olympic Games?

S: Swifter, Higher and Stronger.
T: Exactly! What do the five rings on the Olympic flag stand for?

S: They stand for five continents, that is Asia, Africa, America, Europe and Oceania.
T: You got it! What are the official mascots for the Beijing Olympic?

S: The Mascots consists of five figures, officially named the Five Friendliness. They include Beibei the Fish, Jingjing the Panda, Huanhuan the Olympic Flame, Yingying the Tibetan Antelope, and Nini the Swallow. The first characters of their rhythmic two-syllable names form a sentence："Beijing Huan ying Ni," or "Welcome to Beijing in English”.  The color of each mascot was chosen in line with the colors of the Olympic Rings.

T: I am very glad you have known so much about the Olympic Games.

Step III   Pre-reading

T: Today we will read an article: “AN INTERVIEW” from which you can learn more about the Olympic Games. Before reading, please answer the 3 questions on page 9.
First let the Ss discuss the three questions, and then collect answers from the students.

A few minutes later,

T: The first one: Do you know any differences between the ancient and modern Olympic Games? List two of them? Volunteer?

S: Now competitors are from all over the world. But in the ancient time, only the people in Greece could take part. 

S: In the past, winners got the olive wreath as the prize. Now competitors compete for medals.

T: Good! For the second question, when and where will the next Olympic Games be held? Volunteer?

S: The next Olympic Games will be held in Beijing in 2008.

T: Yes! We all feel proud of it! Look at the title and the pictures and predict the content.

S: Maybe an ancient writer is interviewing someone in modern times to know more about the information about the modern Olympic Games.

T: Then read it quickly and see if you were right.

S: Yes, I got it!

T: Congratulations! That’s all for this part. Let’s come to Reading on Page 11.

Step IV   Reading

Listen to the tape to get the general idea.

T: First listen to the tape, paying attention to pronunciation and intonation, and try to get the general idea of the passage.

While playing the tape, the teacher goes around the classroom. 

T: Have you got the main idea?

S: Yes, it tells us the differences and the similarities of the ancient and modern Olympics. 

T: Very good. Now can you find the differences and the similarities of the ancient and modern Olympics? Read the passage carefully and find the answers. I will give you six minutes to finish it.

Six minutes later. 

T: First let’s talk about the similarities between the ancient and modern Olympics. Any volunteers?

S1: Both are held every four years.  

S2: Both are held not for money but for honor. 

S3: The beliefs are the same. They are: Swifter, Higher, and Stronger. 

S4: Men are allowed to take part both in ancient and modern Olympics.

S5: Some events are the same, such as running, jumping, shooting and throwing. 

T: The five students have given us the similarities. Who can describe the differences?

S6: There were not Winter Olympics in the past. 

S7: Now competitors are from all over the world. But in the ancient times, only the people in Greece could take part the Olympics Games. 

S8: Only men were allowed to take part in the past, now women are also allowed. 

S9: In the past, winners got the olive wreath as the prize. Now competitors compete for medals. 

S10: The events and athletes in modern time are more than those in the past.

S11: There is a special village for the competitors to live in, a stadium for competitions, a gymnasium for those who watch the games now. But there were not such places in the ancient times. 

T: Just now we have discussed the differences and the similarities of the ancient and modern Olympics. I think you have learned much about the Olympic Games. Can you describe the ancient and modern Olympic Games in your own words? You can refer to the questions in Warming up on page 9.Think about them and try to describe them.

A few minutes later.
T: Who would like to have a try to describe the ancient Olympics? 

S1: The ancient Olympic Games began in Greece and were held from 776 B.C. to A.D. 393. It was held every four years. At that time, there were not so many sports as today. And women were not allowed to take part in the games. There were not Winter Olympics at that time. Winners got the olive wreath as the prize. The motto was Swifter, Higher and Stronger.

T: Good! Who would like to have a try to describe the modern Olympics? 

S2: The modern Olympic Games began in 1896. They’re held every four years. There are many new sports in the Olympics. In the Summer Olympics there are over 250 different sports. Women are not only allowed to join in but also play a very important role. Now the competitors compete for medals. The motto is Swifter, Higher and Stronger.

T: Very good. Now let’s come to Part 1 of Comprehending on Page 11. You can fill in the form by yourselves. Then look at the 3 questions in Part 2. Please read the passage again to answer to the questions.

Ask some students to answer the questions and at the same time check the answers.

T: What amazed Pausanias about the Olympic Games?

S: All countries can take part in the Olympic Games. 
S: There are over 250 sports and women are allowed to join in now. 
S: There is much modern equipment.

T: Yes! All these things amazed Pausanias about the Olympic Games. Why does he think Athens and Beijing should feel proud?

S: It’s just as much a competition to host the Olympics as to win an Olympic medal.

T: Good! Why does he think people may be competing for money in modern Olympic Games?

S: Because the olive wreath has been replaced by medals, and the medals perhaps have something to do with money.

T: Good! I am glad you have understood this article very well.

Step V The analysis of the passage

Language points:

1. I lived in what you call “Ancient Greece”.

This sentence is an Objective Clause led by what. ‘ what you call “Ancient Greece” ’ is served as the object of in. “What” is served as the object of call. It can’t be replaced with other words. 

e.g. I will do what I can to help you.

2. every four years = every fourth year 

3. Women are not only allowed to join in but play a very important role, especially in...

allow sb. to do sth.  

e.g. His mother doesn’t allow him to go out.

allow doing sth.

e.g. We won’t allow smoking here.

join in It means taking part in a kind of activity.

join: to be a member of sth.

play a role in = play a part in 

4. as well as=and 

eg. On Sundays, his landlady provided dinner as well as breakfast.

Note: If the phrase joins two parts as the subject, the verb form should agree with the first subject.

eg. Your brother as well as you is very kind to me.

5. It’s a great honor.

honor 

[U] sing. reputation for greatness, good behavior, truthfulness, etc

eg. He is fighting for the honor of his country.

[C] sing. a person or thing that brings credit to sth / sb

There are some other words like it: success, failure, shock, surprise

eg. He’s an honor of his family.

Main idea 

T: We have finished the passage. I will ask a student to sum up what we have learned.

S: Through the comparison between the ancient and modern Olympic Games, we have learned the differences and the similarities between them. Now we can have a deep understanding of the Games. From the passage, we can also know that the Olympic Games are developing and improving. It’s our duty to make the Olympic Games better and healthier. We know that the principal in 2008 Beijing Olympic Games is Green Olympic Games. It shows that people are paying more and more attention to our environment. 

Writing skills

This passage introduces the Olympic Games in a very interesting way. It adopts the dialogue between Pausanias who lived in 2000 years ago and a Chinese girl in modern world. Through their dialogue, the differences and similarities between the ancient and modern Olympic Games are made well known to the readers. The questions in Warming up and Pre-reading are also served as the references to the passage. In all, this part is written with a clear clue to realize the aim of introducing the Olympic Games.

Step VI Discussion

T: Discuss this question in groups: Why do many countries want to host the Olympic Games while others do not? Use the mind map below to help you. Then prepare for a class discussion. Put forward your ideas and give reasons for your choices.

T: Why do many countries want to host the Olympic Games?

S: Hosting the games has a major effect on the economy and brings international prestige to the country. Thousands and thousands of visitors come to the games and the host cities are permanently improved. By planting trees and creating parks, the city becomes more attractive for tourists.

S: It helps to strengthen the spirit of patriotism and also can create more job opportunities and improve the quality of employment.

S: The Olympic Games is the world's largest and highest level, and most widely influential sports event. The people of all countries enhance mutual understanding and friendship and safeguarding peace in the world event. Besides, the hosting of the Olympic Games is not only a country's comprehensive strength of the comprehensive test, but also to expand a country’ influence around the world, and at the same time promote their own development as a good opportunity.

T: Well done! Why do many countries don’t want to host the Olympic Games?

S: Preparing for the Olympics Games is a huge undertaking. Just like the athletes, the host city spends years getting ready for the event. Before deciding which city will host the Olympic Games, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has to examine bids from all over the world. Bidding for the games begins about ten years in advance. Without preparing a very strong bid1, a city will not win the competition to host the games.
 S: Hosting the Olympic Games take so long time and so much money to prepare. Building the infrastructure costs huge amounts of money. Holding the World Cup in 2002 in Japan and South Korea, for example, meant that ten new stadiums had to be built, as well as many hotels and an improved transport system. In Beijing, after winning the bid, the government began major construction projects — the extension of the underground, the improvement of the airport and the building of new motorways. Each host city must also build an Olympic village for the athletes. 

S: Too many visitors may do harm to the environment of the city, in addition, the venues and buildings may be wasted after the Olympic Games.

T: Well done! As every coin has two sides, hosting the Olympic Games has its advantages and disadvantages. For our powerful China, it is a good opportunity to host the Olympic Games which can benefit us a lot.

Step VII Homework

Remember the key sentences. 

Retell the passage according to the following passage. 

Preview Learning abot Language.

The Second Period Vocabulary and Grammar

Teaching goals 教学目标

1. Target language目标语言

Learn the Grammar—the Future Passive Voice

2. Ability goals 能力目标 

Learn the Future Passive Voice

3. Learning ability goals 学能目标

Enable the Ss to use The Future Passive Voice to express the idea...

Teaching important points 教学重难点

Enable the Ss how to use The Future Passive Voice.

Teaching methods 教学方法

Study independently, practice.

Teaching procedures and ways 教学过程与方式

Step I   Revision 

Dictation:

1) When and where will the next Olympic Games be held?

2) I live in what you call “Ancient Greece” and I used to write about the Olympic Games more than 2,000 years ago. 

3) All countries can take part if they reach the standard to be admitted to the games.

4) The next Olympic Games will be held in my hometown.

5) It is just as much a competition among countries to host the Olympics as to win an Olympic medal.

Check the retelling of the passage.

S: The modern Olympic Games are the biggest sports meeting in the world. There are two kinds of Olympic Games. One is the Summer Olympic Games, and the other is the Winter Olympic Games. Both of them are held every four years. All countries can take part if their athletes reach the standard to be admitted to the games.

Nowadays, women are not only allowed to join in but play a very important role. A special village is built for the competitors to live in, a stadium for competitions, a gymnasium as well as seats for those who watch the games. It(s a great honor to host the Olympic Games. It(s just as much a competition to host the Olympics as to win an Olympic medal. The olive wreath has been replaced by medals. But it(s still about being able to run faster, jump higher and throw further..

T: You did a good job!

Step II Words and expressions

T: Now please open your books and turn to Page 12. Let’s learn Learning about language. First let’s come to Exercises 1 and 2.——Words and expressions.

Check the answers with the whole class.

And give the Ss three minutes to finish Exercise 3.

T: Please complete the passage with the words below in their proper forms.

After a few minutes, check the answers with the whole class.

Step III    Useful structures

Show the Ss the following sentences, and then change them into passive voice.

T: Let’s look at several sentences first. Then finish Part 1 on P50.

Show the slide. 

(1) I do my homework.

My homework is done.

(2) I have finished my homework.

My homework has been finished.

(3) I am doing my homework.

My homework is being done.

(4) I will do my homework.

My homework will be done.

T: The sentences on the slide show the structure of the passive voice.

Please pay attention to its basic form: be + P.P. Now let’s come to Part 1 on Page 13. Read the sample first and then find two more examples from Pre-reading and Reading. You are given 3 minutes to do it.
3 minutes later,

S: When and where will the next Olympic Games be held? 

S: The 2008 Olympics will be held in Beijing.

S: And after that the 2012 Olympics will be held in London.

S: A new village for the athletes and all the stadiums will be built to the east of London.

S: New medals will be designed of course.

T: I am glad you have found so many examples of the future passive voice. Now let’s come to Part 2 on page 13, complete the rules below, using the words in brackets in the proper form. 

First let the Ss do them, and then check the answer. 

T: Let’s come to Part 3 on Page 13. In Exercise 3, you are asked to make a poster to advertise a sporting event. Every sentence should include some information about the sporting event or instructions people must follow. First analyze the poster.

S: This poster includes the heading, the list of events and when they will happen and the list of instruction on what to do and not to do at the sports event.
T:Good! Now according to the sample we have read, design your own poster about one of the important events in your school sports meeting. Don’t forget to use the passive voice in your poster.

The sample poster can be: 

Football Matches

Football matches will be held in Beijing Stadium

From July 17 to August 6 at 7:30 each evening

Tickets are sold a week before each match 

Food and drinks won’t be allowed to take in

T: Let’s come to Exercise 1, 2, 3 on Page 50. (Give them 7 minutes to finish Exercise 1 and 2.)

If time is limited, Part 3 can be homework.

Step IV Homework

1. Finish Part 3 on Page 50.

2. Remember the usage of the Future Passive Voice.

3. Preview Using Language.

The Third Period Integrating Skills

Teaching goals教学目标

1. Target language 目标语言

a. 重点词和词组 

  glory, princess, prince, bargain, hopeless, amazed, foolish, promise, golden，change one’s mind  

b. 重点句子

1. But she was not allowed to run and win glory for herself in the Olympic Games. 

2. She was so angry that she said to her father that she would not marry any man who could run faster than her.

3. There was a man called Hippomenes who was amazed when he heard of Atlanta’s rules.

2. Ability goals 能力目标 

Enable the Ss to talk about the story of Atlanta.

3. Learning ability goals 学能目标

Enable the Ss to decide whether each of the statements is true to false.

Teaching important points 教学重点

Read quickly and get the general idea of the story of Atlanta.

Teaching difficult point 教学难点

Enable students to understand the content and finish the questions correctly.

Teaching methods 教学方法

Listening method

Skimming method

Reading method

Task-based method

Teaching procedures and ways 教学过程与方式

Step I   Revision 

Check the homework Part 3 on Page 50.

T: I have asked you to preview the passage on P14. Now I will check to see if you have done it. 

Ask several Ss to answer some questions about the passage.

T: Who was Atlanta?

S: Atlanta was a Greek princess.

T: Yes! What was she good at?

S: She was good at running.

T: Good! Who did she want to marry?

S: She wanted to marry a man who could run faster than her.

T: You got it! Who was Hippomenes?

S: He was a man who wanted to marry Atlanta.

T: Yes! How could he win Atlanta?

S: He asked for help from the Greek Goddess of Love. The Greek Goddess of Love gave him three golden apples to attract Atlanta’s attention and make her slow down.

T: Well done!

Step II Reading 

Listen to the tape to get the general idea.

T: Please listen to the tape carefully to get the general idea.

T: Who have got the main idea?

S: The story is about a princess who races to marry the man that can run faster than her. In order to win the race, a man asks for help from the Goddess of Love.

T: Very good. Let’s come to Exercise 1: True or False questions. Read the story quickly and finish True or False questions. Now, read the sentences first and read the passage to judge True or False.

Check the answers in class. 

T: Read the story again carefully and then discuss in pairs: What will happen during the race between Hippomenes and Atlanta? Who do you think will win the race?

T: Can you guess the end of the race between Atlanta and Hippomenes?
Who will win the race? Why do you think so? 

S1: In my opinion, Atlanta will win the race, because she could run faster than any man in Greek.

T: Your guess is so reasonable and logical.

S2: I think Hippomenes will win the race, because he asked the Greek Godness of Love for help. 

T: It sounds logical. Whose guess is the same with the writer? Let’s listen to the story, after that we will get the correct answer.

Step III Listening

Listen to the story for the first time, finish Exercise 1. on page 15.
T: Please open your book, turn to page 15, and look at Exercise 1. Read these sentences before listening to the tape. After listening, number these sentences so they tell the story correctly. The first one is done for you. I’ll give you 2 minutes. 
(2 minutes later) 
Now, let’s start listening.
Answer key for Exercise 1: The correct Order: 4-11-7-5-1-3-9-6-10-8-2
(4) One man wanted to win and many Atlanta very much.
(11) Atlanta married him and they lived happily.
(7) When the race began Atlanta ran past him.
(5) He asked the Goddess of Love for help.
(1) Atlanta was a very beautiful princess.
(3) Many men tried to compete with her, but failed and so were killed.
(9) She stopped to pick them up.
(6) She gave him three golden apples.
(10) She ran too slowly and he won.
(8) He threw the golden apples one after another.
(2) She could run faster than any man.

T: Listen to the tape again and write down the main idea in one sentence.

T: Listen to the story for the third time; fill in the blanks on page 15.

After that, let the girls act out Atlanta’s words，let the boys act out Hippomenes’ words.

Step IV Speaking

T: From the listening text, we can know that Atlanta’s hobby was running. What are your hobbies? How do you become good at them? 

Get the Ss carry out a survey of the interests in the class and write down the names of the Ss who have the same interests. Ask some groups to act their dialogue out.

T: Now, let’s carry out a survey of the interests in the class and write down the names of              the classmates who have the same interests. Work in groups, and interview at least 4 students about their hobbies and ask why they like it. You can carry out the task like this：
Questions: 
1. What’s your favorite hobby?
2. Why do you like it (love / enjoy / prefer /be interested in / be crazy about…)?
3. What benefit does it do to you?
4. What do you need for this hobby?
5. What have you learned from the hobby?
6. What difficulty might you have about it?
After the survey, the ones who have the same interests sit together and please work in groups of four to talk about their interest. 
You can do your talk like this：
Why do you like this sport / music / collection?
When do you begin to like it?
What’s enjoyable about the hobby?
What have you learned from the hobby?
Work in groups, and interview at least 4students about their hobbies and why they like it. 

Ask some groups to act their dialogue out.

Step V Writing

T: Make notes of your ideas and write a short passage entitled “My favorite sport.”

Begin by explaining which sport you have chosen and why.

Suggested writing

Swimming is my favorite sport. I like it because it can bring me much fun. The process of learning swimming is very interesting. You can try different ways of swimming, such as breaststroke and backstroke. You can swim at any time of the year if you like. In hot summer, if you jump into the river or the sea to have a swim, you’ll feel cool and comfortable. Even in cold winter, you can swim if you are brave enough .It’s a healthy sport and it can build up your body and character. If you are a beginner, you must be careful. You’d better not swim alone and bring life buoy (救生圈) with you in case of danger. If you want to be a good swimmer, you must have a lot of practice and have great determination. 

T: Now It’s time for you to write your own passage. You can refer to the notes you have taken and the sample and the five references. I will give you 15 minutes.

15 minutes later,
T: Have you finished it? Now I will give you some time to exchange your passage to correct the mistakes.

Two minutes later.

Ask some Ss to read their passages and make a comment about their work.

Step VI Homework

Find the sentences which use the future passive voice from the passage.

Read the listening material after class.

The Fourth Period Listening and speaking

Teaching goals 教学目标

1. Target language 目标语言

重点句子

1. Some people suggest that the Chinese martial arts should be included in the Olympic Games.

2. The last country I visit is the one with the host town for the Olympics.

3. I am proud to be a bridge between the ancient and modern Olympics Games. 

4. The greatest honor is for the last athlete to carry me into the stadium.

2. Ability goals 能力目标 

Listen to the origin of Marathon and some information about the passing of the torch.

3. Learning ability goals 学能目标

Help the Ss learn how to look through the questions before listening in order to make sure of important points in the Listening.
Teaching important points教学重难点

Know about to the origin of Marathon and the passing of the torch. 

Teaching methods教学方法

Listening and cooperative learning

Teaching procedures and ways教学过程与方式

Step I   Revision 

Check the homework.

1. I will only be married to a man who can run faster than me.

2. If he can’t run as fast as me, he will be killed.

3. No one will be pardoned.

4. Why will they let themselves be killed?

5. Throw an apple in front of Atlanta when she is running past and she will be relaxed.

Step II   Listening 1 (48)

T: Before listening, I will show you a material about marathon. Then we do the listening on P48. 

The marathon was not an event of the ancient Olympic Games. The marathon is a modern event that was first introduced in the Modern Olympic Games of 1896 in Athens, a race from Marathon northeast of Athens to the Olympic Stadium, a distance of 40 kilometers.

The race commemorates the run of Phidippides, an ancient "day-runner" who carried the news of the Persian landing at Marathon of 490 B.C. to Sparta (a distance of 149 miles) in order to enlist help for the battle. According to the fifth century B.C. ancient Greek historian Herodotus, Phidippides delivered the news to the Spartans the next day.

The distance of the modern marathon was standardized as 26 miles 385 yards or 42.195 km. in 1908 when the Olympic Games were held in London. The distance was the exact measurement between Windsor Castle, the start of the race, and the finish line inside White City Stadium.

This part can be as homework if time is limited.

T: Before listening to the story look at the pictures on page 48. Write underneath each picture what is happening. In what ways can messages be sent to people far away?

S: There are three ways to send the message. The first one: smoke, the second: floating ball. The third one: birds.

T: Can you think more ways to communicate with others without using technology?

S: In China, we often use pigeons to send message. 
S: Some people use horses as a means of transport to send message.

T: Yes, but to communicate with others by using technology is more safe and fast.

T: Listen again and answer these questions in Part 3.

Check the answers in class.

T: In your opinion, why did the Marathon become an event in the modern Olympic Games? What is so special about Phidippides? You can have a discussion now.

Give students enough time to discuss.

Step III Listening 2 (p51)

T: One of the features of the modern Olympic Games is the torch which is taken from Greece to the country where the Games are to be held. Do you know the journey of the Olympic torch? Where does it begin its journey? Where does the journey end? Now have a discussion in groups and then compare your notes with the other groups.

T: Before listening, try to put these sentences in order. Then listen to the tape and make any necessary corrections to your list. The first one is done for you. Read the following sentences (Part 1) quickly.

T: Read the sentences in Part 1 quickly and make sure that you understand every sentence. Pay much attention to the order of the story while listening. 

T: Have you got the answer? If you are not sure, please check it with your partner. 

T: Listen to the tape for the last time to have a full understanding of the story. Then discuss the questions with your partner.

1. Why does the torch begin its journey in Greece?

2. Why are there Special Olympic Games?

Step IV Talking (p48)

T: Now turn to P48. Look at the requirements first to know what you should do. Do you agree with this idea? Give your opinions using the following expressions.


I think that...



           I don’t think that...


I agree.







 I don’t agree...


I’m sure that... 
   


        I’m not sure whether...


There is no doubt that...
Do you think that...?

T: Now I’ll show you the instructions how to talk about an argument.

Instructions

You can give an introduction in explaining for what reasons you agree or disagree. 

Then think out some examples to support your ideas  

Finally speak out what you should do and why.

After a short discussion,

Then ask some Ss to give their opinions.

A sample answer

There is no doubt that a happy person needs to have a healthy body and a clever mind. I agree with their belief, because if you are not healthy, you will have a lot of problems. For example, if you are a unhealthy student, you’ll be absent from school often, and you’ll miss a lot of classes. As a result, you will be left behind. You will feel worried. So you can’t be happy. In a word, I think we should have both a healthy body and a clever mind.

Step IV   Homework

1. Read the listening materials after class. Find the reason why you make a mistake.

2. Preview READING TASK.

The Fifth Period   Reading and speaking

Teaching goals 教学目标

Target language目标语言

a. 重点词组 

  behave, appreciate , appreciation, perseverance, take part in 

b. 重点句子

1. He truly appreciates all the people around him who are trying to help, and makes that appreciation known.

2. It was no wonder that Kip Keino became the only Kenyan sportsman ever to appear on the cover of the world famous sports magazines Sports Illustrated.

c.交际用语 

Which do you like, ... or ...?

What is your favorite sport?

Which sport do you like best?

Which do you prefer, or  ... ?

Are you interested in ...?

What are your hobbies?

How do you become good at them?

What do you usually do in your spare time?

I prefer ... to  ...

I like ... best.

Yes, very much / No, not really.

I don’t agree...

I’m sure that...

I’m not sure whether...

There is no doubt that...

2. Ability goals能力目标

Enable the students to talk about interests and hobbies, and give advice and making decisions to support an idea with suitable expressions and make a training plan for a competition.

3. Learning ability goals 学能目标

Help the students learn how to do a survey and how to talk about a hobby.

Teaching important points教学重难点

Help Ss learn to use the structures of talking about a hobby and expressing and supporting an opinion.

Teaching methods教学方法

Reading, speaking and cooperative learning

Teaching aids教具准备

A computer and a projector 

Teaching procedures & ways教学过程与方法

Step I   Revision

Check the homework.

T: When giving your opinions, what expressions should we use?

S: I think that...  I don’t think that... 

S: I agree.

 I don’t agree...

S: I’m sure that... 
   I’m not sure whether...

S: There is no doubt that...
Do you think that...?

T: You did a good job!
Step II Reading
T: Read the stories on the next page and fill in the chart below.

	
	Bjornar Hahensmoen

	What happened
	Sarah was taking part in the cross-country final when her left pole broke.

	What he did
	Immediately he gave Sarah another pole.

	What he said
	He had only behaved as any good sportsman should.

	What Sarah said
	He had shown everybody the true meaning of sport.


	
	Eric Williams

	His situation
	He has low mental ability

	What he does
	He does not stop him from taking apart in the Olympics.

	What people say
	They say that “let’s hope Eric wins more medals in the next Special Olympics!"


	
	Kip Keino

	His situation
	At that time he was very ill and in great pain.

	What he did
	He changed his mind that he decided to take part in the running race.

	What it showed
	It show what true courage and perseverance can achieve.

	What people thought
	It was no wonder that Kip Keino became the only Kenyan sportsman ever to appear on the cover of the world famous sports magazines Sports Illustrated.


Step III Speaking (Page 52)

Divide the class into groups of three. Show the sample plan to the Ss.

A sample plan:

T: You can start the talk like this : On Monday morning,

	
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday 
	Saturday
	Sunday

	Morning 
	running
	running
	running
	running
	running
	running
	running

	Afternoon
	long jump
	long  jump
	   rest
	long jump
	long jump
	   rest
	long jump

	Evening
	table tennis
	table tennis
	table tennis
	  rest
	table tennis
	table tennis
	table tennis


we practice running. In the afternoon, we practice long-jump, and in the evening, we practice table tennis.

Give them several minutes to discuss.

Ask several students to present their training plan. (If time is limited, write down the training plan after class.

Step IV Homework

Review what we have learnt today.

Write down your own training plan.

The Sixth Period   Writing

Target language Teaching Goals 教学目标

1. Target language目标语言

a. 重点词和词组 

  disqualify, remove, relax, compete against, come by

b. 重点句子

  1. I’ve already been disqualified by jumping from the wrong place.

2. I will be removed form the competition.

2. Ability goals能力目标

Enable the Ss to write a report about the interview for a newspaper.                         

3. Learning ability goals学能目标

Help the Ss to write a report about the interview for a newspaper.

Teaching important and difficult points教学重难点

Enable the Ss to write the report about interview for a newspaper.

Teaching methods教学方法

Tasked-based teaching method

Teaching procedures & ways教学过程与方式

Step I   Revision and lead-in
Check the homework.

Ask some Ss to show their plan on the projector. The whole class will check it together 

T: What spirit impresses you most in the sports games?
S: The sportsmen’s determination and perseverance impresses me most in the sports games.

T: Yes! Today we will know 3 special sportsmen’s story which will give us a deep impression.
Step II Reading

T: First read the report about interview for a newspaper and pay attention to the organization.

After a few minutes,

T: Who can the organization of this article?

S: First, we should have the heading of newspaper report. Then we will write he situation and the next we will write the first happening and the second happening. Finally, we will write the result.

T: Good! This organization can help us to write a good report about interview for a newspaper.

Step III Writing 

T: Suppose you are a coach, and you are coaching a student to prepare for a coming competition. He has practiced for some days. You need to write a report to tell him what he needs to practice to improve further. Now talk about the form and discuss them with your team members.

Five minutes later,
T: I will give you a sample.

Sample form

	Information
	Report on training for the three-event competition

	Name 
	Zhao Liyuan

	Age
	15

	Sports chosen 
	Running ,long jump ,table tennis

	First sport 

Good points

Bad points
	running

The speed is OK at first.

His fast speed can't last long.

	Second sport

Good points

Bad points
	long jump

He has mastered the basic skills and can jump long.

He can't stand steadily.

	Third sport

Good points

Bad points
	table tennis

He is skilled in dealing with unexpected situation.

Sometimes he is too nervous.

	General opinion
	He is good at table tennis, but for running and long jump, there is some to be improved.


T: Now write a report with suitable expressions according to what you have discussed just now.

Ten minutes later.

T: Who would like to read the report?

S: I want to read my report before class.

 What does Zhao Liyuan need to practice to improve further?

Zhao Liyuan, 15 years old this year, will compete in running, long jump and table tennis in the coming competition. For each sport, he has both some advantages and disadvantages. In running his speed is OK at first, but his fast speed can’t last long. In long jump, he has mastered the basic skills and can jump long, but he can’t stand steadily when landing. In table tennis, he is skilled in dealing with unexpected situation, but sometimes he is too nervous. In all, he is good at table tennis, but for running and long jump, there is much to be improved.

Step IV Project (This can be as homework)

T: You have been given a lot of money to develop a sport of your choice. You have to choose the equipment you will need and design an area where it can be stored and you can play your game. 

You can refer to the example on Page54.

Suggested project


[image: image1.wmf] 


The description of the area:

1. The area lies in the north of the city.

2. The football field has a good lawn.

3. The people who watch it can sit any place outside the field.

4. Each area will be marked clearly because there are certain rules for certain areas.

5. The two goals will have the same size at the two ends of the field.

The rules for football:

1. There are eleven players in each team.

2. Only one of the players in each team is the goalkeeper, whose job is to keep the ball out of the goal.

3. The players score goals by shooting the ball past the goalkeeper into the other team’s goal, and each goal is worth one point.

4. There are three referees for each match, and one runs about in the field, and the other two stand at the side of the field.

5. In a football match, the players must work together to try to win. And the players can kick the ball, but they are not allowed to use their hands. 

Step V Homework

Finish the project after class.

Revise the whole unit and prepare for a test.

附   件

I. 词汇

1. compete     see also competition, competitor, competitive

1)．▶BUSINESS◀
if one company or country competes with another, it tries to get people to buy its goods or services rather than those available from another company or country

compete with/against

They found themselves competing with foreign companies for a share of the market.

The Renault Clio competes against such cars as the Peugeot 206.

compete for

The stores have to compete for customers in the Christmas season.

compete in

The company must be able to compete in the international marketplace.

compete to do something

Several advertising agencies are competing to get the contract.

can't compete (with something) (=be unable to be more successful) 

Small, independent bookstores simply can't compete with the big national chains.

2) ▶PERSON◀
to try to gain something and stop someone else from having it or having as much of it

compete for

She and her sister are always competing for attention.

compete against

I had to compete against 19 other people for the job.

compete with

As a stepmother, don't even try to compete with the children's mother for their love.

3) ▶IN A COMPETITION◀
to take part in a competition or sports event

compete in/at

How many runners will be competing in the marathon? Professional athletes may now compete at the Olympics.

compete against

Edwards will be competing against his closest rival Olsson in the triple jump.

4)．somebody/something can't compete with somebody/something

to not be as interesting, attractive etc as someone or something else

Melinda was plain and knew she couldn't compete with her sister where boys were concerned.

2. volunteer

1). [countable]

(1).someone who does a job willingly without being paid

Most of the relief work was done by volunteers.

(2).someone who is willing to offer help

I need some volunteers to help with the washing-up.

(3).someone who joins the army, navy, or air force without being forced to

2). [intransitive and transitive]

 to offer to do something without expecting any reward, often something that other people do not want to do

volunteer to do something

Helen volunteered to have Thanksgiving at her house this year.

volunteer for

Jack volunteered for guard duty.

volunteer somebody for something

to say that someone else will do a job even though they may not want to do it

Mum volunteered Dave for washing-up duties.

3. regular  opposite irregular
1). ▶EVERY HOUR/DAY/WEEK ETC◀
happening every hour, every week, every month etc, usually with the same amount of time in between

The company holds regular meetings with employees. 

Trains will run at regular intervals from 11am to 4pm.

2). ▶OFTEN◀
[only before noun] happening or doing something very often

Regular exercise helps keep your weight down. regular customer/visitor 

He's one of the bar's regular customers.

3). ▶USUAL◀
[only before noun] especially American English normal or usual

He has returned to his regular duties. Our regular opening hours are 10 am to 7pm.

4. host   see also hostess
1) v.

(1).to provide the place and everything that is needed for an organized event
Which country is going to host the next World Cup?

(2). to introduce a radio or television programme

Next week's show will be hosted by Sarah Cox.

2) n.

(1)▶AT A PARTY◀
someone at a party, meal etc who has invited the guests and who provides the food, drink etc

Our host greeted us at the door.

(2).▶ON TELEVISION/RADIO◀
someone who introduces and talks to the guests on a television or radio programme

Leno replaced Johnny Carson as host of "The Tonight Show."

(3).▶COUNTRY/CITY◀
a country, city, or organization that provides the necessary space, equipment etc for a special event

host country/government/city etc the host city for the next Olympic Games

5. admit  past tense and past participle admitted present participle admitting

1). ▶ACCEPT TRUTH◀
[intransitive and transitive]to agree unwillingly that something is true or that someone else is right

admit (that)

You may not like her, but you have to admit that she's good at her job.

admit to somebody (that)

Paul admitted to me that he sometimes feels jealous of my friendship with Stanley.

admit (to) doing something

Dana admitted feeling hurt by what I had said.

freely/openly/frankly etc admit (=admit without being ashamed) 

Phillips openly admits to having an alcohol problem.

2).▶ACCEPT BLAME◀ synonym confess   opposite deny

[intransitive and transitive]to say that you have done something wrong, especially something criminal

admit doing something

Greene admitted causing death by reckless driving.

admit to (doing) something

A quarter of all workers admit to taking time off when they are not ill.

After questioning, he admitted to the murder.

3)▶ALLOW TO ENTER◀see also admittance, admission

 [transitive]to allow someone to enter a public place to watch a game, performance etc

admit somebody to/into something

Only ticket-holders will be admitted into the stadium.

4)▶ALLOW TO JOIN◀
[transitive] to allow someone to join an organization, club etc

admit somebody to/into something

Drake was admitted into the club in 1997.

5).▶HOSPITAL◀
[transitive] if people at a hospital admit someone, that person is taken in to be given treatment, tests, or care

What time was she admitted to hospital?

6. responsibility 

1). [uncountable] a duty to be in charge of someone or something, so that you make decisions and can be blamed if something bad happens

Kelly's promotion means more money and more responsibility.

responsibility for (doing) something

The Minister will have responsibility for coordinating childcare policy.

with responsibility for something

a manager with responsibility for over 100 staff

it is somebody's responsibility to do something

It's your responsibility to inform us of any changes.

The Health Minister has overall responsibility for Britain's hospitals. 

take responsibility for (doing) something (=agree to be in charge of something or someone) 

Who do you trust to take responsibility for Britain's defense?

Be careful you don't take on too much responsibility .

2). [uncountable] blame for something bad that has happened

responsibility for

By resigning he is trying to avoid responsibility for the political crisis.

The Chairman of the airline accepted full responsibility for the accident.

claim responsibility (for something) (=say you are responsible) 

No one has yet claimed responsibility for yesterday's bombing.

3). [countable] something that you must do as part of your job or duty
My responsibilities include answering the phone and dealing with customer enquiries. Family/professional/parental etc responsibilities 

a single parent struggling to balance work and family responsibilities

4). [countable] something that you ought to do because it is morally or socially right
a responsibility to do something

We all have a responsibility to protect the environment.

Parents need to encourage a sense of responsibility in their children.  

Moral/social/legal etc responsibility 
The company saw it as part of its social responsibility to provide education for its workers.

5). responsibility to somebody

a duty to help someone because of your work or position in society

A doctor's first responsibility is to her patients.

6).do something on your own responsibility

to do something without being told to do it or officially allowed to do it

7. fine [transitive]

to make someone pay money as a punishment

fine somebody for (doing) something

She was fined for speeding.

fine somebody some money etc 

The club was fined £50,000 for financial irregularities.

8. bargain

1) [countable]

(1).something you buy cheaply or for less than its usual price

There are no bargains in the clothes shops at the moment. 

That second-hand table was a real bargain .

Good knives don't come at bargain prices . 

(2).an agreement, made between two people or groups to do something in return for something else

make/strike a bargain 

Management and unions have struck a bargain over wage increases.

I've kept my side of the bargain and I expect you to keep yours.

2) [intransitive]

to discuss the conditions of a sale, agreement etc, for example to try and get a lower price

bargain for

workers bargaining for better pay

bargain over

They bargained over the level of wages.

bargain with

women bargaining with traders

3) bargainer noun [countable] 

He's the hardest bargainer in the business.

9. deserve

[transitive]

1).to have earned something by good or bad actions or behaviour

What have I done to deserve this?

deserve to do something

We didn't deserve to win.

richly/fully/thoroughly etc deserve something 

the success he so richly deserves.

I'm sorry for the kids. They deserve better (=deserve to be treated in a better way) . 

deserve a rest/break/holiday etc 

I think we deserve a rest after all that hard work.

Mike deserves a place in the team.

What has he done to deserve this punishment?

deserve all/everything you get (=deserve any bad things that happen to you) 

He deserves all he gets for being so dishonest.

People who are sent to prison for drunk-driving get what they deserve .

2) deserve consideration/attention etc

if a suggestion, idea, or plan deserves consideration, attention etc, it is good enough to be considered, paid attention to etc

This proposal deserves serious consideration.

3). somebody deserves a medal

used to say that you admire the way someone dealt with a situation or problem

You deserve a medal for putting up with Ian's constant demands.

II. 文化背景知识

1. The Olympic Games

Olympic Games are the world’s most important international athletic competition. The Olympics bring together thousands of the finest athletes to compete against one another in a variety of individual and team sports. The Olympic Games are a competition in summer and winter sports held every four years for athletes from all over the world. 

Ancient Olympic Games originated in Greece and were held from 776 B.C. to A.D. 393. The modern Olympic Games began in 1896 when organizers revived them to encourage world peace and friendship and to promote healthy sporting competition for the youth of the world. Winter Games were originated in 1924. Beginning in 1994, the Winter and Summer Games were divided and scheduled on four-year cycles, two years apart.  

In the ancient times, four great game festivals were held on Greek land: The Isthmians, The Nemeans, The Pythians and The Olympic Games. Part of a religious festival, the Olympic Games were held every four years at Olympia. The four year interval was called an Olympiad, and was the system upon which time in ancient Greek history was calculated. The games were so important that even wars were stopped at the time they were held. 

The first Olympic Games were held in 776 B.C. At first, only one race (the sprint) was run. Later, the discus and javelin throw, broad jumping and wrestling were added. The Olympic Games were held for more than 1,000 years. They were abolished by the Byzantine Emperor Theodosius in 394 A.D. 

The Games were revived in 1896 to promote understanding and friendship among nations. The first modern games were held in Athens, Greece. Young men and women come from all over the world to compete in various sports and represent their country. They live in an Olympic Village at the site of the games. 

The Olympic Games are organized and governed by the International Olympic Commitee (IOC). It sets the general program, chooses the city where the games are to be held, and determines the standards of amateurism. Each participating country has a National Olympic Commitee that is responsible for arranging the participation of the nation’s athletes in the games. 

The opening ceremony of each Olympic Games is held in a major stadium. The president of the host nation usually officiates. Led by athletes from Greece, all athletes march around the stadium in the parade of Nations. Then, facing the Olympic Flag, the athletes take the Olympic Oath: 

We swear that we will take part in these Olympic Games in the true spirit of sportsmanship, and that we will respect and abide by the rules that govern them, for the glory of sport and the honor of our country.

The Olympic Flame is lit with a torch that is brought by a relay of athletes from the ruins of ancient Olympia in Greece. When the Games are completed, the flag is lowered and the flame extinguished. The idea of the Olympic torch or Olympic Flame was first inaugurated in the 1928 Olympic Games in Amsterdam. There was no torch relay in the ancient Olympic Games. There were known, however, torch relays in other ancient Greek athletic festivals including those held at Athens. The modern Olympic torch relay was first instituted at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin. 

The Modern Olympic flag of five linked rings, each with a primary color used in the flags of the nations competing in the games, was introduced in 1908. There is no ancient basis for this modern symbol.

2. What does Fuwa represent?

Fuwa are probably the most meaningful Olympic mascots in the history. Actually, when designers design them, they put many symbolic meanings into these five mascots that represent traditional culture and natural characteristics of China, which might be very difficult for foreigners to understand.
Basically, the name of the five Fuwa: "Beibei", "Jingjing", "Huanhuan", "Yingying" and "NIni" altogether in Chinese means welcome to Beijing. And they represent for five Olympic rings and also the five elements in Chinese philosophy. The five image of Fuwa come from the original shape of Chinese sturgeon, panda, Olympic flame, Tibetan antelope and swallow.
Beibei, passing the wish of flourish and harvest, it represents the blue ring and aquatic sports.
Jingjing is a lovely panda, it brings joy and happiness, Jingjing comes from the forest and symbolizes the harmonious coexistence between man and nature. It represents the black ring and strength sports.
Huanhuan is the eldest in the five, and it symbolized the Olympic sports spirit and the passion people have towards the Olympic Games. It symbolizes the red ring and ball games.
Yingying is an agile Tibetan antelope, it comes from the North-West of China and it is the rare and endangered species. Yingying represents the yellow ring and the athletics sports.
Nini comes from the sky, it is a swallow, and its image comes from the Chinese traditional kite and it is the symbolic image of Beijing. It represents the green ring and gymnastic sports.
Although Fuwa's meanings are various and hard for foreigners to understand, it is the feature of splendid Chinese culture and they give the information to the world--Welcome to Beijing!

3. Bird's Nest to host Good Luck Beijing events in April
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	The National Stadium under construction (File, May 1, 2007) 


The "Bird's Nest" and the "Water Cube," two major competition venues for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, will be unveiled in April and February 2008 respectively as they will host several "Good Luck Beijing" sports events at that time. 

Among the 42 high-level sports events to be held ahead of the next summer's Olympics, 16 will be staged in the first five months of 2008. The National Stadium, dubbed the "Bird's Nest," will be the venue for the IAAF Race Walking Challenge from April 18-19 and the 2008 China Open Marathon on April 20.

On the other hand, the National Aquatics Center, also called the "Water Cube," will hold the China Open swimming event from February 1-5, the World Cup diving from February 19-24, and the Olympic qualification synchronized swimming from April 16-20.

Many other sports events such as canoe-slalom, beach volleyball, tennis, handball and equestrian also have been arranged at the Olympic venues to test the preparations for next August's Olympic Games.

For that reason the new venues have become attractive to world's top level athletes. The international sport federations also want to use the pre-Games events to promote their sports. The champion hopefuls of the 2008 Olympics may appear in the venues if they participate in the "Good Luck Beijing" events.

The "Good Luck Beijing" events are the games of the different international sport federations so that their marketing bears "personalized" characteristics and the organizers must abide by the relevant rules and regulations in their marketing activities.

From December 13-19 the ITTF Pro-Tour Grand Finals are scheduled to be held in Peking University Gymnasium, an Olympic venue too. The ITTF has signed a sponsorship agreement with an enterprise which won the relevant market rights. As the organizer of the ITTF event, the Chinese Table Tennis Association must honor the ITTF marketing rules and regulations; BOCOG Executive Vice-President Yang Shu'an was quoted as saying.
4.Where did the marathon come from?

The marathon was never one of the ancient Olympic events, although its origin dates back to another episode in ancient Greek history. 

In the 5th century B.C., the Persians invaded Greece, landing at Marathon, a small town about 26 miles from the city of Athens. The Athenian army was seriously outnumbered by the Persian army, so the Athenians sent messengers to cities all over Greece asking for help. 

The traditional origin of the marathon comes from the story how a herald named Phidippides ran the 26 miles from Marathon to Athens to announce the Greek victory and died on the spot. Phidippides was sent by the Athenians to Sparta to ask for help; a man named Eukles announced the victory to the Athenians and then died. Later sources confused the story of Phidippides, also called "Philippides," with that of Eukles. Although most ancient authors do not support this legend, the story has persisted and is the basis for the modern-day marathon. 

The modern Olympic marathon is approximately 26 miles and usually takes over 2 hours for athletes to finish. 

The Official Mascots of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games are unveiled today at a gala show in the Chinese capital. 
 The spectacular show was held to mark the 1,000-day countdown to the opening of the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008. 
 At around 8 pm, senior Chinese leader Jia Qinglin was invited to unveil the mascots. When Jia, Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, pressed a button, five colourful laser beams projected the silhouettes of the mascots on a giant screen set on the centre stage. Meanwhile, five huge inflated cartoon figures in the forms of the mascots walked to the front stage, amidst melodic music and standing ovation from the audience. 
 The Mascots consists of five figures, officially named the Five Friendlies. They include Beibei the Fish, Jingjing the Panda, Huanhuan the Olympic Flame, Yingying the Tibetan Antelope, and Nini the Swallow. The first characters of their rhythmic two-syllable names form a line that reads "Beijing Huanying Ni," or in English "Welcome to Beijing." 
 The colour of each mascot was chosen in line with the colours of the Olympic Rings. 
"The Mascots are a special gift that Beijing presents to the world and to the Olympic Movement," Liu Qi, president of the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG), spoke to an audience of 4,000 in the Worker's Indoor Stadium. 
"The Mascots, together with the official Emblem and Slogan of the Beijing Olympic Games, express Chinese people's wishes for peace, friendship, progress and harmony," Liu said. 
The Five Friendlies have distinctive Chinese characters, Liu noted. They represent not only the multi-ethnic cultures of China, but also the traditional Chinese philosophy of harmony between human body and natural environment. 
Jacques Rogge, president of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), sent a congratulatory letter to BOCOG, expressing his satisfaction with and love of the Mascots. Rogge's message was read to the nationally-televised evening show. 
 "China is lucky to have so many beautiful animals to represent the Olympic spirit. I love them all and I believe that this little group of friends -- the fish, the panda, the flame, the antelope and the swallow -- will be extremely popular and will help to spread Olympic messages throughout the world," Rogge said in his letter, "You've certainly touched my heart with your choices. And I'm sure the Five Friendlies will touch the heart of the world." 
 Following the unveiling, the Five Friendlies and other Olympic merchandise that features the imagess of the mascots will be available in a number of authorized outlets in Beijing and other Chinese cities, according to the Beijing Olympic organizers. . 
 The gala show, themed "The Olympics are Coming towards Us," features splendid and joyful artistic performances, expressing Chinese people's enthusiastic expectations for the Olympic Games that China will host for the first time on its soil. 
Top officials from the Chinese Central Government, Beijing Municipality, IOC officials, dignitaries and celebrities, and people from all walks of life as well as Beijing-based diplomats witnessed the launching of the mascots. About 100 children from China's western regions also participated in the launching ceremony as special guests of BOCOG. 
Starting on November 12, a series of cultural and sports events will be held across the capital to mark the 1,000-day countdown. Open-air cultural and sports events will be held in Beijing's 18 urban districts and suburban counties, featuring activities for mass participation. 
Beijing's co-host cities such as Qingdao (for sailing events) and Hong Kong (for equestrian events) as well as Sichuan and Qinghai provinces will also hold celebrations to mark the 1,000-day countdown.
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